US Copyright Law and the Big Book of AA

It is illegal for anyone to violate any of the rights provided by the copyright code to the owner of copyright.
These rights, however, are not unlimited in scope. Sections 107 through 120 of the 1976 Copyright Act
establish limitations on these rights. In some cases, these limitations are specified exemptions from copyright
liability.

NOTE: Before 1978, statutory copyright was generally secured by the act of publication with notice of copyright,

assuming compliance with all other relevant statutory conditions. U.S. works in the public domain on January 1, 1978 ( for
example, works published without satisfying all conditions for securing statutory copyright under the Copyright Act of

1909) remain in the public domain under the current act.
For information on International and US Copyright Law and Research see: http://

leweb.loc.gov/copyright
1. WORKS FIRST PUBLISHED OR COPYRIGHTED

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1920, AND DECEMBER 31, 1949,
BUT NOT RENEWED: Applies to 1st Edition

» Ifawork was first published or copyrighted between January 1, 1920, and December 31,
1949, it is important to determine whether the copyright was renewed during the last (28th)
year of the first term of the copyright.

* This can be done by searching the Copyright Office records or catalogs, as explained
above.

* Ifno renewal registration was made, copyright protection expired permanently on the 28th
year date it was first secured.

* Under the Copyright Act of 1909 the ownership of a copyright could only be transferred in
whole, and not in part. If the copyright owner assigned anything less than the entire
copyright such transfer was only recognized as a license and not an assignment. The owner
of the entire copyright was called the “copyright proprietor”.

2. Works Originally Created Before January 1, 1978,

But Not Published or Registered by That Date

Does not apply to AA literature

Works that were created but not published or registered for copyright before January 1, 1978, have
been automatically brought under the statute and are now given Federal copyright protection. The
duration of copyright in these works will generally be computed in the same way as for works
created on or after January 1, 1978: the life-plus-50 or 75/100-year terms will apply to them as
well.

3. Works Originally Created

and Published or Registered Before January 1, 1978
Manuscript, 2nd Edition
Under the law in effect before 1978, copyright was secured either on the date a work was
published or on the date of registration if the work was registered in unpublished form. In either
case, the copyright endured for a first term of 28 years from the date it was secured. During the last
(28th) year of'the first term, the copyright was eligible for renewal.
* The Copyright Act defines publication as follows:
Publication is the distribution of copies or phonorecords of a work to the public by sale** or other
transfer of ownership, or by rental, lease, or lending.



* For works first published on and after March 1, 1989, use of the copyright notice is
optional, though highly recommended. Before March 1, 1989, the use of the notice was
mandatory on all published works. Otherwise Copyright was permanently gone.
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tha Copyright offica covering tha
pexicd 1894 through 1945 under the
namea Alccholics Anonymousa
Publishing, Inc.; Cornell *rass,
Ino.) and Works Publishing Company
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ALCOHOLICS AMNOWYMOUS disclosed the
following Separate registration for a
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ALCOHOLICS AMOMYMQUH; the sStory of
how more than one hundred men have
recovered from alosholism, by William
G. Wilsan. BRegistered ino the pamae 4f
Works Euh%ighggg Co. {(Appl. claimant:
Wm. G. Wilson, tradling a=s Works
Fublishing Co.), under A 124035
following publication April 10, 1939,
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the shove names and title failed to
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ralating to khis entry,

IN WITHNESS ﬂﬂ%ﬁtd? the seal of the
CPYRIgat O c® 1sx affizad hscete on

February 8, 1985.

Bonald C. Curzran
Ackting Register of Copyrights

. C. [l s

Bysz Jameés C. Rebarts

Head :
Refazence & Bibliography Section

The copyright for the First Edition of “Alcoholics Anonymous”
was registered April 1, 1939.
No renewal was made, thus it is public domain since end of 1967.



The 2nd Edition copyright was registered 1955.

Published: [N.Y., N.Y.] : Alcoholics Anonymous, [1946]- .

LC Call No.: HV5275 .A53

Author: [W,, Bill]

Title: Alcoholics Anonymous; the story of how many

thousands of men and women have recovered from alcoholism.
Published: New York, Alcoholics Anonymous Pub., 1955.

LC Call No.: HV5275 ‘W15 1955

No renewal was made, thus it is public domain since end of 1983

A.A. copyrights

I am grateful for this time on your program to mention several
matters connected with copyrights of our literature and our
logos. I hope that your committee discussions may have touched
on some of them.

I would like to review briefly how the U.S./Canada office treats
its copyrighted literature. We grant exclusive permission to the
General Service Boards of other countries to reprint our
copyrighted literature, after certain preliminaries are satisfied.
In connection with Bill Wilson’s writings, we do this only after
we check the English language version or the translation that
is proposed to be published. This is particularly the case with
the Big Book and the 12 Steps and 12 Traditions.

Of course, as you may be aware, the copyright on the first and
AA. and Its Responsibifities second editions of the Big Book is no longer in force anywhere
1988 except in Canada. Nevertheless, we ask the Fellowship world-
Pt gz wide to act, as we do, as though the copyright were still in force.

]

o 7 When the translation is done it should be, of course, copyrighted
= #\?é and the copyright assigned to A.A. World Services in New
~ ’\ A York. The appropriate forms have been sent to all G.S.0.s.
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SHARINGA-" 7 Regarding our other material, we do not insist that translations
X ‘ be checked by our office, but rely on the General Service Board
‘ of the country in question to do that.

I think these matters are becoming increasingly important. We
are getting more and more requests to translate the Big Book;
both with regard to very wide audiences, such as Russian, or
very small ones, such as specific Native American languages.

10th World Service Meeting

Problems are sometimes associated with these requests beyond
strict copyright matters, often related to support for the trans-
lating effort or the publication. It seems we should always be
seeking to make this basic text of A.A. universally available.
Not the least of the reasons other groups want the Big Book
in their languages is its symbolic value as the “bible” of A.A.
John Bragg

10th WSM 1988, Page?3, J.Bragg= A.A.1U.S.
director & 6S0 General Manager

Confidential

[Comment: ]| The underlined sentence “to act as though it were still in force” is shocking, because it is a
command to be dishonest.
Anyhow it was executed by AA General Service Offices in

* USA,
e Mexico,
e Germany,

e Swedenand



* Finland and
* probably elswhere.

* Attorneys were paid with money (stolen!) from the 7th Tradition basket and in Mexico after
an public controversy one AA member was senteced by court to one year of prison under
the accusation of “copyright infringement”. These events were not caused by spiritual AA
principles but by the desire of paid AA leaders for money, property and prestige.

The Original Manuscript (multilith draft) of the Big Book was given away for free and sold for $3.50 in
1938/39 without any copyright notice.

Thus it was public domain from the very start...

FOHENURD

We, of ilcoholics Anomymous, are more than one huidred men and
women who have rocovered from a seeminsly hopeless stete of mind and body.
To show other alcoholics PRACISALY HOW WHYY AN iECOVEL i8 the main pur-
pose of this book. For them, we think thece pages will prove so com-
vincing thst no further suthentication will be recessary. We hope thia
B8CCOunt of owur cxperiences will help everyone to better understand the
alcoholic. Nany do not yet comprehend that he is a very sick person.
And besides, we are sure that our new way of living has ite advantaros
for all.

1t is importent that we remsin enonymous becausc we are too few,
at present, to hendle the overwhelming number of porsonsl appeals
which will result Irom this publicotion. EHeing mostly business or pro-
reasional folk we could not well cerry on owr occupationa in such en
event. We would like it clearly underatood that our alcoholic work is
an avocation only, 8o that when writing or speaking publicly about
slcoholiam, we urge cach of vwr Feilowship to omit his porsonal mame,
designating himself instead a3 "A Momber of alcoholice snonymous.™

Very earnestly we esk the j . ess ulso, to obaserve this request,
for otherwise we shall be gresily handicapped.

iie are not an organizetion is tho conwventional sense of the word.
There are no foes nor dues whatsoover, Thu omly requirement for
membership is an honost desire to stop drinking. We aro not allied with
any particuler feith, sect or denomination, nor do we oppose enyone. Je
simply wish to be helpful to those who are afflicted,

We shall be interested to hear from those who are getting reaults
from this book, particularly Irom those whko have cormenced work with
other alcoholics. We shall try to contuct such csses,

Injuiry by scientific, modical and religious societics will be
welcomed,

: (This multilith volume will bo sent upon receipt of 33.50, =nd
the printed book will be mailed, nt no additional cost, &a soon a8
published,)

ALCOHOLICS ANCIYNOUS

For further information about the limitations of any of these rights, consult the copyright code or write to the
Copyright Office. Created: 1996 Updated: March 3, 1998



